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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
FIRST QUARTER 2020
Greetings fellow Finger Lakes Section
members,
Thanks to all who attended the
November Annual Meeting in at
Belhurst Castle in Geneva and for
having the confidence once again in
me to serve another year as your
Section President. The 2020 Board will
retain Judith Handzo as our Secretary/
Treasurer and Peggy and Oscar Raffo
as webmasters. The Handzo’s are
planning to sell their home and move
somewhere warm. Bob Harradine has
been a wonderful resource as our Vice
President in 2019, however the
working world missed him and he was
asked to take full time employment
again, thus preventing him time to
continue as VP. So, we have openings
at our executive level. VP duties
include occasionally visiting the
Rochester Mercedes Benz Dealer to
display our Star Magazine and
dispense club membership
applications on site. The other part of
the job is to be available to members
in attendance at our several gatherings
throughout the year to insure they are
enjoying themselves. Our Secretary/
Treasurer position, I am told by Judith,
requires little time. Rather than burden
with regular executive meetings we
communicate as needed via e-mail
and phone. Volunteering at the
executive level is its’ own reward and a
wonderful way to meet so many
people enjoying the marque
automobile we all love to drive.
2019 saw members share stories in
our newsletters about how they came

to obtain their much-loved Mercedes
Benz driving machines. These stories
often have an interesting fact or event
tied to the ownership. Bob Harradine,
Ethan Fogg and Ken Rucki all had fun
stories to share in 2019. We seek to
continue this new editorial opportunity.
If compelled to do so, we want to
include your story in a future Tri-Star.
Pass those brief stories on to our
webmasters Peggy and Oscar Lopez
Raffo.
Some 2020 events were set at the
annual meeting and they are listed
elsewhere in this Tri-Star issue. I am
already excited for 2020!! Doug Archer
has offered to plan another road rally
in early October, possibly starting in
Cortland and ending in Skaneateles.
Dave Tobin’s road rally in late
September was an instant hit! Please
remember the local auto shows in
February (Syracuse), and March
(Rochester). Stop by the local
Mercedes Benz display and chat up
the sales person. Share with them that
you are a club member and how much
you enjoy the brand. My guess is he or
she will spend time showing you
around the new cars and sharing
whatever is new about them.
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An additional event idea presented by Ethan Fogg is a ‘PopUp’ event. A ‘pop-up’ event is a get-together with minimum
advance notice at some local event or establishment with
brief advertising in a special edition of Tri-Star or a club membership e-mail. It most likely will be a very localized event that
may be enhanced by a group of Club Mercedes Benz cars on
display. It could be just a request to gather at the local summer ice cream shop on a steamy Thursday evening. Maybe,
during a winter lull, a localized group may meet for a Sunday
lunch in an effort to ease away winter doldrums. Do you have
an idea for a pop-up event? If so, please share it.

Now, in the famous words of our past president Bob Handzo,
“Enjoy the rest of winter, in the sunny south (Mercedes
weather) or the blustery north (possible Mercedes Benz
weather with the right vehicle and blizzak snow tires). Remember the good times had by all when the FLMBCA will
gather sooner than we all think”.
All the Best, Section President Don Klug

2019 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP AWARD PINS

35 Years

10 Years
Red Kosinski
John Scherer
George Tennant

15 Years

25 Years

Stanley Avery
Thomas Maroney
Barbara Ann Mattle
Helmuth Reinhardt

Jeffrey Miller

30 Years

Michael Loefstedt

William Barrett

Ronald Palm

Robert Kreger
Gene Long
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WE WELCOME THE NEW MEMBERS AND
THE SECTION TRANSFER

NEW MEMBERS

SECTION TRANSFER

John Cannizzaro (Clay, NY)
Muhammad Qureshi (Pittsford, NY)

Scott Foster (Switched from
Greater Washington)

Current members :
Please remember to renew!
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Upcoming Events
February 6-9, 2020 : Syracuse Auto Expo.
Syracuse AutoExpo provides the attendees with shopping opportunities
from the exhibit of the latest cars, trucks and SUV's spread out through
two buildings and four big floors.
March 5-8, 2020 : Rochester International Auto Show.
Rochester International Auto Show providing information, services,
products and representation that result in the members improved
success.
April, 2020 : Date TBD, Tech Session.

May, 2020 : TBD.

June, 2020 : Date TBD, FLMBCA-Western NY Lotus Club Joint Driver
Education Event at Watkins Glen.

June 21, 2020 : Father’s Day Car & Motorcycle Show at
Sonnenberg Gardens, Canandaigua, NY.
July 12, 2020: Annual FLMBCA Picnic at Red Kozinski’s Home.

August, 2020 : TBD

September 13, 2020 : Seneca Falls Rotary Jazz Festival.

October, 2020 : Road Rally, organized by Doug Archer. Date TBD.

November, 2020 : Annual Meeting, Date & Location TBD.

December, 2020 : Community & Family Holiday Events.
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FLMBCA EVENT REPORTS

On Saturday, September 28th about 15 members and 8 cars from the Finger
Lakes Section of the MBCA met at the International Motor Racing Research
Center (I.M.R.R.C.) in Watkins Glen, New York for the start of the section's
Fall Color Tour.
After a brief tour and discussion as to what goes on at the I.M.R.R.C. - it
houses the Sports Car Club of America's (SCCA) national archives among
other important bits of U.S. racing history and many, donated private collections - the group began the approximately 110 mile Fall Color Tour.
Route guides were provided to each car with turn by turn instructions with
odometer readings so everyone could enjoy the gorgeous back roads around
this unique region of the country and the colors of the changing leaves on
the trees. Just to keep driver and co-driver teams on their toes, 'route observation questions' were sprinkled throughout the route guide. Prizes were
promised to the teams with the most correct answers at the end of the
event.
The impressive "Taughannock Falls" overlook acted as the half way point for
the tour. Spectacular views of the falls were everyone's rewards for making
that far. The tour continued over the twisty and scenic back roads of the Finger Lakes region of upstate New York.
The Group finally ended up at Parker's Tap House and Grill in Seneca Falls
for lunch. Correct answers to the route guide observation questions were
tallied. There were prizes for the first, second and third place finishers. The
team with the most correct answers was Bill Greener and Lanie Wilmarth in
their vintage Mercedes 280 SE 4.5. Their prize was a complete set of Mercedes-Benz racing prints by artist Walter Gotschke.By
By all accounts, the event was a success and chances are good that the club
might schedule a similar event for Fall 2020.
By Dave Tobin

At the International Motor Racing Research Center in Watkins Glen.

Don is either checking
in participants or
buying his raffle tickets
for the Ferrari raffle!
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At the International Motor Racing Research Center
(I.M.R.R.C.)

This is the Ferrari currently being raffled by the
Museum. It is ready to be placed in the spot inside
being vacated by the Triumph.

Photo is of a restored race ready Triumph
being looked at inside the Museum by
Bob Handzo and Doug Archer. It was
being picked up by it’s owner later in the
day.

T äxÜç áÑxv|tÄ TÑÑÜxv|tà|ÉÇ àÉ
Uxàáç ^Äâz tÇw
UÉu [tÜÜtw|Çx
yÉÜ à{x ãÉÇwxÜyâÄ c|vàâÜxá Éy à{x XäxÇà44 5
Page 5

Lining up and...on the road again!!!
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Tour-Name this listing “Find”

Bridge Restoration Plate.

Newsfield Covered Bridge
built in 1853 and restored in
1972.

Vintage Volvo P1800 sports car now
parked in a roadside ditch.
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At Parker's Tap House and Grill in Seneca Falls for lunch.

All 14 who made
it to the
Restaurant!
Good time had
by all!

Run Away
winners!!!
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FLMBCA EVENT REPORTS
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2019 - 1:30 PM
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL
MEETING, NOVEMBER 17 TH,
The Annual Meeting was held on Sunday afternoon,
November 17th at Belhurst in Geneva. Attendees
included Don and Betsy Klug, Bob and Judy Handzo,
Oscar and Peggy Raffo, Mel and Alice Dillon, Lou and
Rosemary Bouchard, Doug and Bea Archer, Jan and
Larry Driscoll, Barbara Ann Mattle and Ed Maier,
Michael Gambuzza, Ethan Fogg, Chun Eng, and guests
Kim Palmer (subbing for her Dad Red Kosinski) and
Tom Boehmer. There were 6 cancellations due to
illness.
The first order of business was Board positions for
2020. Since no members were interested in filling the
vacant positions of Vice President or Secretary/
Treasurer, there was a unanimous vote to retain Don as
President, the Raffos as Newsletter Editors and to
continue looking for members to fill the open positions.

FLMBCA Founded 17th of December 1972
“entry fees“, specifically the picnic and the Annual
Meeting where the club spends most of its’ money.

Suggestions for 2020 activities were the hot topic. Doug
and Bea invited any interested members to join them in
Canandaigua or various other Finger Lakes locations
for a stop to eat and chat. Doug also suggested Route
41, Cortland to Skaneateles as one of the best touring
Lunch was served at 1:PM before we delved into the
“business”. Don welcomed all present and had framed routes in NY.
Ethan suggested “Pop Ups” where members could
recognition awards to present to Oscar and Peggy for
their superb job with the Newsletter and picking up the gather for quick lunch/snacks. This type of get together
pieces of the web site and turning it into something this met with lots of interest. Twisted Rail Brewery was
club can be proud of. Don also thanked Bob Harradine, mentioned. Other clubs meet once a month on a
Saturday or Sunday morning for “Cars and Coffee“.
our former Vice President, for his input.
Bob Handzo, our long time former President and Judy, Leo’s in East Rochester is a popular spot.
Secretary/Treasurer and whatever was needed were
most surprised to be awarded the Members of the Year We need more members to offer suggestions and follow
through with their ideas and to run an event.
plaque. A wonderful send off! Thank you all!!
Don spoke of the good member attendance at Bill
Wayman’s Spring Tech session, the July annual picnic We ended our afternoon with giving away a selection of
goodies. Everyone got a prize or a surprise. West Herr
at Red’s home, the August Jazz Festival at Del Lago
Mercedes-Benz in Rochester donated the bulk of the
which was a fund raiser for the local Rotary Club, and
the Autumn “road tour“ through the Finger Lakes. We all prizes and everyone got half of a numbered ticket. I
kept the other half to draw the numbers, and the lucky
look forward to more country tours of shorter duration
winner had to reach into a big bag, without looking, and
next year.
pull out the first wrapped item they touched - no
givebacks tolerated. Lots of aaahs and laughs of
Judy gave the year to date financial report. The final
appreciation.
club report will be available to any member in midJanuary. To date the treasury has a total of $3,711.06.
The 2019 Annual Meeting concluded at 3:PM.
Our Section usually has a similar amount of money
every year. Don and Judy spoke about being the only
local M-B club that does not charge members for any of Respectfully submitted,
Judy Handzo, Secretary/Treasurer
our activities. Perhaps it is time to consider increasing
the treasury as we gain more members with small
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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2019 - 1:30 PM
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS
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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2019 - 1:30 PM
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Belhurst Castle in Geneva was
again the site of our Annual
Meeting. Club business and
election of officers for 2020
followed by a club hosted
luncheon.

Judy and Robert Handzo Awarded
Member of the Year 2019
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Classified ads
Mercedes Benz of Rochester

Mercedes Benz of Rochester would like to thank you for your loyalty by giving you:
10% OFF all Mercedes-Benz Parts and Accessories AND 10% OFF on your next service.
Mercedes-Benz of Rochester
4296 W Henrietta Rd
Rochester, NY14623

Parts Department
(585)424-4740
Mon-Fri: 7:00am – 6:00pm

Service Department
(585)424-4740
Mon-Fri: 7:00am – 6:00pm
Appointment Recommended

FREE but you must take all of it!
Contact Bill Wayman at WHWayman@Gmail.com or (315)524-3788
Parts from a 1983 300SD 5-cyl Diesel.
140K engine with low compression on 2 cyl, engine accessories, 5speed auto transmission, hood, trunk lid, all glass except rear light,
electronic modules, differential, exhaust system, bumper cover, front
core support, radiator, buckets of hardware and bolts etc. And more I
have yet to dig out. A pickup truck load!

BACK ISSUES OF STAR MAGAZINE AVAILABLE
1987 to 2017, all in library slip cases
Will deliver
Bob Handzo, (585)367-2815
13
Page 13

Newsletters site is:
Fingerlakes.mbca.org/sec on-newsle ers

Upcoming Events site is:
Fingerlakes.mbca.org/sec on-upcoming-events

Event Reports site is:
Fingerlakes.mbca.org/sec on-event-reports
Finger Lakes Section

FLMBCA WEBSITE:
Fingerlakes.mbca.org

MBCA Membership Benefits:
♦

Six Big Issues of The Star

♦

New Friendships

♦

Local Section Events

♦

Networking

♦

Club Forum

♦

Local Section Newsletter

♦

National Events and Conventions

♦

Free Classified Ads in the STAR

www.media.mbusa.com

♦

Free Classified in local Newsletter

Facebook:

♦

Free Technical Advise and Reprints

www.facebook.com/mbusapressoffice

♦

Vintage Reprints Club Store and Raffles

Trip Routing (MBUSA) Call: 800-3676372
Tech Assistance and Information:
Tech talk and website forum with
George Murphy, link on-line thru
Star.
Media Site:

Twitter:
www.twitter.com/MBUSA News

This Tri-Star newsletter is published quarterly. Opinions, ideas, and suggestions in the newsletter are
those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher of MBCA. No
authentication is implied by the publisher of MBCA. No inference should be made that the products or
services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, for use by its licensees, which
include MBCA. Personal ads for parts and auto sales are free to members and commercial ad rates are
available upon request from the editor. Accredited journalists can connect with and follow us at: Media
Site: www.media.mbusa.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/mbusapressoffice Twitter:
www.twitter.com/MBUSA_News MBCA Membership Benefits: Six Big Issues of The Star New
Friendships Local Section Events Networking Club Forum Local Section Newsletter National Events
and Convention Free Classified Ads in the STAR and Local Newsletter Free Technical Advice and
Reprints Vintage Reprints Club Store and Raffles Website at www.mbca.org
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